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AP Calculus AB/BC  

 

Course Information: Welcome to first term of Calculus - AP Calculus AB.  This class is based on 

the curriculum set by AP Central and the College Board.  This class is a college or university 

level course and the score you receive on the AP exam can count as credit at some institutions.  The 

pace and workload of this class will be the same as a college course.  This course will require you to 

work with functions represented in a variety of ways – graphically, numerically, analytically, and 

verbally.  We will also look at the connections among these representations.  It is the expectation 

that all students enrolled in this course will take the AP Calculus AB/BC exam.   

Textbook and Resources: 

Larson, Ron, and Bruce H. Edwards. Calculus of a Single Variable. 10th ed. Belmont, CA : 

Brooks/Cole 2014. 

It is your responsibility to take care of your assigned textbook.  Students will be held financially 

responsible for any lost or damaged textbook or if you turn in a book that is not your assigned book.  

Supplemental materials include but are not limited to the following texts: 

 

Website: 

URL: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com  

The AP Central page provides several key articles (including those discussing the role of sign charts 

and solving differential equations) as well as an archive of past free-response questions, which will 

be used regularly throughout the course to familiarize students with the AP style of questioning. 

 

Students may go online to http://www.larsoncalculus.com/ to access math tutors for additional help 

and work out solutions to all odd-numbered exercise through Calc Chat. 

 

PowerSchool  (www.fcusd.org/vdlhs) 

Your teacher’s contact information is available on the Vista del Lago website.  The math department 

website as well as math teacher websites are updated on a regular basis and are an excellent source 

of information for parents/guardians and students. 

 

Recommended Class Materials: Each student should bring the following items to class everyday: 

  

   Pencil/ Color Pens / highlighters / rulers  

   Line paper / Graph Paper 

  3-ring binder  

   Whiteboard marker 

   Graphing Calculator (Strongly Recommended).  TI–84  

 
We recognize that many families wish to provide supplies for their own student or donate materials 

to the school and are welcome to do so at any time.  The supplies listed are suggested materials and 

are not required of any students or family to fully participate in the school’s academic program.  All 

required materials and supplies will be provided by schools to students at no cost. For this course we 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://www.larsoncalculus.com/
http://www.fcusd.org/vdlhs
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will use the following supplies.  Please let your teacher know during the first week of school if you 

are unable to provide these items. 

Grading:  Your grade in this course will be composed of the following: 

 

Homework/ Classwork/ Quizzes/projects: 10%  Tests: 55%  Semester Final: 35% 

Letter grades will be based on the following scale: 

90-100%= A 80-89%= B 70-79%= C 60-69%= D Below 60%= F 

Parents and students may utilize the PowerSchool Portal to access grades online.  

Homework/Classwork:– lecture, notes, and applied projects.  It is imperative that you come to 

class, take good notes, and do your homework diligently. Expect homework every night. Homework 

quizzes will be given frequently to provide a formative assessment of student understanding. Late 

work will note be accepted.   

 

ALL homework, quizzes, and test must show the aspects required on the AP exam – 

graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally.  All student work must follow these 

guidelines.  

● Completed in pencil 
● All work is shown.  
● Work is complete, neat, and 

organized with correct calculus 

words and notations.  

● If you use a calculator to obtain an 

answer you must show the Calculus 

representation as to how you arrived 

to your answer. 

● All graphs are completed on graph 

paper 
● The final solution is clearly stated 
● Answers must be exact or 

approximated to exactly 3 decimal 

places. 
 

Assessments:  Homework quizzes will be given throughout each unit, with or without notice.  Tests 

will be given at the end of a unit and always announced in advance.   

 

There will be no test retake in Calculus 

Most written assessments will consist of two parts – calculator and non-calculator. Each of these will also 

consist of multiple choice and free response questions. This is to prepare you for the actual AP exam format. 

Tests and quiz will be the same difficulty level equivalent to an AP type exam problem 

 

AP Exam Final – Full AP Exam: The students will take a midterm and a comprehensive final 

exam at the end of the semester.  

● Free Response Calculator 
● Free Response Non-Calculator 
● Multiple Choice Calculator 
● Multiple Choice Non-Calculator 
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Extra Credit: Students are expected to do assigned work and study for tests to do well in the 

course.  Extra credit assignments should not be expected.   

 

Academic Dishonesty:  All Vista students are expected to adhere to the rules of responsible scholarship, 

requiring all student grades to be earned honestly through hard work and good study habits.  More 

information about the consequences for students who violate Vista’s Academic Honesty Agreement is 

available on the Academic Dishonesty Policy page of the school website 

 

Citizenship: Citizenship is reported separately from the academic grades.  Course citizenship includes both 

work habits and attitude/behavior – excessive tardies and unexcused absences will negatively impact a 

student’s citizenship.  Good citizenship is vital to a positive productive school environment.  Please refer to 

the student handbook or Vista’s website for information on citizenship marks. 

 

Tutoring: Please come and see me if you need help.  I will be sure to find a time that works for both 

of us.  After school sessions may be required in reviewing for the AP Exam.  

AP Exam: TBA  

For more information on AP Exam fees and fee reductions visit: 

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/about/fees 

Tardy Policy:  Vista tardy policy will be enforced in my classroom –refer to handbook for details 

Make-ups: If you have an excused absence, it is the students’ responsibility to inquire about missed work and 

to schedule a time to make up that work. Any work assigned before the student’s absence and due on the day 

of the absence is due the first day the student returns to school unless other arrangements have been made. 

One day will be given for each absence to allow students to complete work they have missed due to absence. 

All work must be made up, including: notes, classwork, homework, quizzes and tests. Any work not made up 

by the required date will receive no credit. Any work missed due to a school activity must be completed and 

received on the due date. Students should request work several days ahead of time if they are expecting to be 

absent. 

 

Electronic Devices  

• Cell phones may not be out during class time, unless your instructor has asked you to use your 

phone for the learning activity.  

• Students should always get permission from their instructor before using a cell phone or other 

personal electronic device 

• All electronic devices (cell phones, smart watches, laptops, etc.) are prohibited when tests are out. 

This includes when tests are being given as well as when tests are being reviewed or corrected. 

When tests are out, all electronic devices will be placed in backpacks/purses. Students will not be 

able to access their electronic devices until the end of the testing session or test review (when all 

students have turned in their tests).  

• If a student chooses to have any electronic devices out during a testing session or test review, it is 

considered academic dishonesty and the student will be held accountable with the consequences 

for academic dishonesty (see section above).  

 

Classroom Rules:  Students are expected to follow the guidelines/expectations outlined in the student 

handbook.  In order to create a safe and positive classroom environment, we expect you to always:    

http://www.fcusd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11771
http://www.fcusd.org/Page/14428
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/about/fees
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☑ BE SAFE:   
o Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself 

☑ BE RESPONSIBLE:   
o Be on time in your seat when the bell rings 
o Be prepared to learn by bringing materials, and participate,  
o No gum or food, except water 
o Sharpen your pencils before the bell rings 
o Do not cheat 

☑ BE RESPECTFUL:   
o Be a good listener - Avoid interrupting when other people are talking 
o Use appropriate language 
o Do not distract other students from learning 
o Follow directions 
o Do not leave your desk without asking permission, even to throw away trash or sharpen your 

pencil 
o Working on other subjects is permitted only if you have finished your math assignment 
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I have read the “rules and expectation”.  I will help monitor his/her progress in this course through 

the PowerSchool Portal at least every other week.  I will make sure that he/she has all the proper 

supplies needed for this class in order to succeed.   

Keep a copy of the procedures in your math binder/notebook for reference but turn in the 

signature portion below for my records.  Thank you. 

 

_______________________________________  ____________________________ 

  Name of Parent/Guardian (Print)              Parent Signature  

______________ 

       Date 

I have read the “rules and expectation”.  I realize the things I must do to be successful in this 

course.  I promise to work hard and do my best.   

 

_______________________________________  ____________________________ 

  Name of Student (Print)                           Signature of Student 

       ___________________ 

       Date 

 

Please fill in the following contact information:  

Phone number:___________________________ Parent Email:___________________________ 

 

       Student Email: ___________________________ 

Preferred school to home communication method: (circle one)   phone / email 

Do you have internet access at home? ____   Are you able to print documents at home? _____  

Please use the back to comments (Is there anything you would like me to be aware of?). 


